Script: 

Unit 1
Part I  Mississippi River Overwhelmed by Agricultural Chemicals

From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

    An area known as a dead zone develops every spring in the Gulf of Mexico near the mouth of the Mississippi River. It can spread as much as 13,600 square kilometers, extending all the way to the eastern Texas coast. Scientists know what causes the dead zone -- too much nitrogen, but the solution might be hard to accept.

Bayani Cardenas is a professor of water studies at the University of Texas at Austin. He says the movement of rivers usually removes material like nitrates. So he wondered why that natural filtration process does not remove nitrates from the Mississippi River.

Professor Cardenas says his recent study shows that more than 99 percent of the river’s water does pass through the river’s sediment which is on the shore or bottom of the river. But he says the study found that there is so much nitrogen in the river system that is simply can not filter all of it.

The water that has nitrogen still in it supports the growth of algae. As the algae dies, it sinks to the bottom of the river where it breaks down or decomposes. It then takes oxygen from the water. This condition is called hypoxia and it is deadly to fish and shrimp.

Where does all this nitrogen come from? The answer is farms. The Mississippi River system carries water from 33 American states and part of Canada to the gulf of Mexico. Along the way nitrogen and other chemicals used in farming enter the system. Farmers say these chemicals must be used to produce enough food for a growing world population.

Aaron Packman is a professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Northwestern University. He says farmers may be able to better control the amount of nitrate fertilizer they put on fields.

“How much fertilizer do you need to give you good yields and then how much is maybe a marginal gain from adding lots more fertilizer? There is really a question here: can you maybe [reduce the amount] and get close to the same level of yield without having such a negative impact?” said Packman.

The water in the Mississippi River system should be able to clean itself naturally as it flows down stream. But flood controls and other human-made structures have hurt this filtering process.

Storms in the next few month will mix the gulf water and the dead zone will disappear, but it will return next year. And scientists say it will grow larger in years to come, if something is not done to reduce the amount of nitrogen in the Mississippi River.

And that’s the VOA Learning English Agriculture Report. For more agriculture stories, go to our website tingvoa.com. I’m Caty Weaver.

Part II 
From VOA Learning English, this is the Technology Report.
The Ambassador automobile is the most famous and longest made Indian car. Hindustan Motors released the first one to the market in 1958. The car soon became known as the King of Indian Roads. But now the long-time car leader will take a back seat. Hindustan Motors says it has suspended production of the Ambassador. Many Ambassador supporters fear it will never return.
The box-shaped car was based on a car design by Britain's Morris Oxford. Indians call the car the "Amby". The Amby has a strong steel body. The car makes it through very hilly areas and bad roads with ease.
Singh is a taxi driver. He says he would not use any other vehicle in his work. He says everyone likes it, it is a very comfortable car. He has driven only the Ambassador for 50 years. Mr. Singh was very sad when Hindustan Motors announced the end of production for the Ambassador. The company says its decision is the result of low demand and lack of money.
The auto market in India did not get seriously competitive until the middle of 1980s. Japanese car maker, Suzuki, joined within an Indian company to produce a small, low cost vehicle. But the Ambassador remained the car of the rich and the powerful.
However, in 1991, India further opened its economy to foreign investors. Many international auto companies began to offer buyers newer, more fuel-efficient vehicles. Other companies offered sport utility vehicles to a rising Indian middle class. The Ambassador maker found it increasingly difficult to find buyers.
Diksha Pande is a young professional in New Delhi. She remembers an orange and brown Ambassador her grandfather owned. But she has never thought of buying an Ambassador for herself.
"They are a bit retro, so they feel a little outdated, and I don't think they will have the same amount of power and swiftness that you want in a car in today's day and age. I like SUVs because they are big powerful cars. And power is important in a car," said Pande.
Hindustan Motors made few changes to the Ambassador design since its beginning. The Indian government continued using the car until ten years ago. Many taxi drivers like the Ambassador because repairs are generally low-cost. It was even rated the best taxi by the British television show Top Gear.
But Amby's sales records are not good. Last year, dealers sold only 2,200 of them out of 1.8 million car sales. There are reports about search for new Amby investor. But auto experts say they do not believe India's Ambassador will return.
And that's the VOA Learning English Technology Report. For more technology stories, go to our website learningenglish.voanews.com. I'm Jonathan Evans.
Unit 2

Part I

From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

Demand for meat, milk and eggs is growing around the world. To meet that demand, the way these products are produced is changing. The change is from small farms to large industrial operations. This has already happened in the United States.

But not everyone is happy with the change. As a result, there is also a growing demand for products growing locally on small farms.

In Clinton, North Carolina, some old buildings are all that remain from the days when James Lame raised hogs next to his home. He saw that small farmers were having trouble competing with companies that own large farms.

“They had better consistency, better pork quality, better genetics. So after college, in ’98, I decided to try and modernize.”

He stopped raising hogs in small building and built two industrial-scale hog barns, each of them holds 1,500 hogs. Nearly all pigs are raised this way in the United States now.

The government says the efficiency of large-scale production in a controlled environment has helped reduce the price of a pork chop by nearly 20 percent since 1998.

These efficient and intensive production methods are being used around the world, many experts say that is a good thing as the demand for meat grows. But livestock expert Carolyn Opio points out that the land, water and feed required to produce it are limited.

“If we are to produce within the constraints that we are facing today, efficiency, I think, is key.”

Mrs Opio is with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, but the results of the efficiency are not always necessarily good. The waste from thousands of confined animals can pollute waterways, and produce greenhouse gases.

And some health experts are concerned about the antibiotics and other chemicals being put in the animal’s feed. Others criticize the conditions in which the animals are kept.

So today a growing number of people are like Kevin Summers in Amissville, Virginia, are returning to small-scale farming.

“In order to feed the world, I think this is a better way, It’s a cleaner way. It’s a more humane way.”

More Americans today say they want to know where their food comes from, some might like the way Kevin Summers raises his hogs.

“I can see the entire process unfold before my eyes and know that they had a good life and were healthy and happy.”

The hogs eat damaged apples and old pumpkins, this reduces food waste, but this kind off arming also means higher prices. Even so, Kevin Summers as he believes it would still be possible to meet global demand this way.

“It would just involve people making the choice to buy this kind of food and say that, ’I care about something other than just the cost.’”

And that’s the Agriculture Report from VOA Learning English, I’m Karen Leggett. 

Part II

Many people all over the world enjoy an alcoholic drink during dinner. Many people raise a glass of alcohol to celebrate a wedding or a birthday. And having drinks after work with friends and co-workers is called “happy hour.” All these situations are considered “social drinking” because they happen at social events.
　　When does social drinking become the kind of problem drinking that can kill? (AP Photo/Larry Crowe)

　　But when does “social drinking” become problem drinking?

　　According to the World Health Organization alcohol abuse kills 3.3 million people each year. That is six percent of all deaths around the world.

　　And in a new report on alcohol use around the world, the WHO says alcohol can create dependency, or addiction, in some people. The report also warns that alcohol use can increase the risk of developing more than 200 diseases, including some kinds of cancers. And, the WHO says alcohol abuse can put people at greater risk of infectious diseases, such as tuberculosis, pneumonia and HIV.

　　WHO Mental Health and Substance Abuse Director Shekhar Saxena says the organization is concerned about drinking among young people between the ages 15 and 19. And it is most concerned about “binge-drinking,” or an extended period of heavy drinking.

　　”The report concludes that worldwide 16 percent of drinkers over the age of 15 engage in binge-drinking, which is much more harmful than other kind of drinking ...”
　　The report warns that more women are drinking alcohol. And, the report says women are at greater risk than men for some alcohol-related health conditions.

　　The report also finds Europe is the area with the highest alcohol use. Central and Eastern Europe are especially high.

　　The WHO says people in Russia, Ukraine, and some neighboring countries drink a lot of alcohol and binge drink.

　　Vladimir Poznyak is the WHO Management of Substance Abuse Coordinator. He says less alcohol is used in Africa than in Europe. But, he adds, the health effects are worse in Africa because of a lack of social support systems, such as access to health care.

The World Health Organization suggests ways countries can protect people from alcohol abuse.　　And that’s the Health Report. This report was written by Lisa Schlein in Geneva. I’m Anna Matteo.

Unit 3

Part I

From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.
More and more Americans are show an interest in organic and locally-produced food, as the interest increases, raising chickens has been gaining popularity in some American cities. Poultry farming may not be right for everyone, but the business seems to have a bright future.

“Look, we get three eggs this time.”
Collecting eggs is a daily pleasure for the Hurst family. Naomi Hurst says her family started to raise chickens in back of their home in Maryland a month ago.

“We have been wanting to try having backyard chickens for a couple of years now. And really just didn’t have the time to build my own coop and look out where to buy chickens. And then we stumbled upon Rent a Coop,” said Naomi Hurst.

Rent a Coop is a chicken rental business. Tyler Phillips launched the company with a partner 18 months ago .

“It comes with a mobile coop on wheels, two egg laying hens, feed, bedding, water bowl, feeding bowl, and our 24-hour chicken hotline. You can call with any questions. The price is 185 [dollars] for four weeks,” said Phillips.

After the four weeks are passed, individual can extend the rental agreement, return everything, or purchase the animals and supplies.

“We average about 12 to 15 chicken coop rentals per month. And since last year we’ve sold about 75 chicken coops with hens, so we’ve sold about 200 hens,” said Phillips. Tyler Phillips designs and makes the coops, buildings with birds are kept. He says he wants to do with as little damage as possible to the environment.

“We always try to have as many recycled materials as possible. And I want the coops to be safe for kids, number one. I want the chickens to be comfortable and they have access to the grass while being inside the coop. I want it to be easily movable, light weight,” he said.

Mr Phillips says the chicken coop rental business came from his love of animals, He grew up on his parents’ farm near Washington suburbs.

The Hursts hope their farm teaches their daughter to be caring and responsible.

“I don’t think we’ve ever thanked where food comes from. But whenever we pick up the eggs we always say, ‘thank you, ladies.’ That’s really something that it is hard to teach other than having an animal in your backyard that delivers food to you. So it’s been a great learning opportunity for my daughter too,” said Naomi Hurst.

Some Cities require people have larger pieces of land, if they want to raise farm animals. Others require an agreement with neighbors, limit the number of chickens, or, even ban the birds.Tyler Phillips expects that would change as interest in small poultry coops grows.

“I see cities around the D.C. area changing laws almost monthly and different cities will change the law to being pro-chicken. That is happening all around the United States,” he said. He believes that there will be chicken rental businesses in most U.S. cities within five years. And that’s the Agriculture Report from VOA Learning English. You can download transcripts and MP3s of all of our programs at our website, learningenglish.voanews.com. You can also find captioned videos at the VOA Learning English channel on YouTube. I’m Bob Doughty.

 Part II
"Beauty is only skin deep." This expression means that beauty is only a temporary surface quality. And some beauty products can cause lasting damage that goes far below the surface of the skin.
But people, especially women, will risk a lot for beauty.
In the United States, many people use sunlight and non-natural light to darken their skin.
Health experts advise against what is called "tanning" because of its links to skin cancer.
In the African country of Senegal, some women take health risks trying to do just the opposite. They use products that lighten the skin.
The World Health Organization says that 25 percent of Senegalese women use skin-lightening products on a usual basis. These products can contain chemicals such as mercury, hydroquinone and sodium hydroxide. These are dangerous ingredients that can cause cancer and possibly other physical damage to the skin. They can actually burn the eyes and skin.
An average beauty supply shop in Dakar has many kinds of skin-lightening creams and soaps.
Shop worker Adama Diagne advises her visitors to avoid the stronger products that promise fast results. She uses a cream that is made from carrots and not the strong chemical, hydroquinone.
She says that it is a personal choice and that no one pressures her. She says that some women want to be black every day. But for her, she likes to be a shade of brown.
Women in Senegal say they lighten their skin for the same reasons women all over the world make changes to their appearance. They say they want to look beautiful, to find a husband, or to stand out in a crowd.
But some products are so strong they must be mixed with others before they are used. One such soap is called "Day Before the Wedding."
This thinking troubles Senegalese filmmaker Khardiata Pouye Sall. So, she made "This Color That Bothers Me," a film about the subject of skin lightening.
"I used the most shocking images so that women would see the dangers. It is hard to understand why a woman would tell herself that dark skin is not beautiful. It is in their heads. They want to please a man, to be loved. Or they want to please society, to succeed."
Ms. Sall says the government needs to better control the marketing and sale of skin lighteners. But she adds education is the best way to persuade people against using them.

This Health Report was written by VOA's Anne Look in Dakar.
I'm Anna Matteo.

Unit 4

Part I 
From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

Farmers are increasingly using high-tech products to lower their costs, increase the amount of crops they grow and add to their profits. But they are not just using high-tech machines. They also now employ services that gather information about their farms to improve their businesses.

The Finfrock family grows corn and soybeans on about 3,200 hectares in the Midwestern state of Illinois. Shelley Finfrock and her husband use technology to operate the large farm with just their son and one employee. But Ms Finfrock says technology can not control everything.

"Weather's probably the most important thing, and the most uncontrollable thing," Finfrock said. She says weather affects every part of a farm, including the soil, animals that eat the crops and crop production. She says all these affect profit.

The soil in the field near the farm house looks and sounds dry. But below the surface, it has enough water to let corn seeds begin to grow. The amount of rain that falls can differ greatly from field to field on the farm.

The Finfrocks farm in five counties, checking water levels and other conditions on such a large spread can take a lot of travel time. So for the past year, Ms Finfrock has been testing an online service called Climate Basic.

The service sends her a text message very early in the morning. It tells her how much rain fell on her farms in the past 24 hours. It measures to the hundredths of a centimeter. She says the service has worked so far.

"We have a farm from where we're sitting right now, just a mile south, and it'll say it was dry, and you got a good half inch rain [up here], and you go down there and it's dry. So it was a pretty good tool to use," Finfrock said.

Tristan D'Orgeval works at Climate Corporation which developed the Climate Basic program.

"We are dealing every day with more than 10 million points for precipitation, updated on an hourly basis," D'Orgeval said.

Mr. D'Orgeval says the company uses data from the National Weather Service and other sources.

"Including radar, rain gauges and satellites, to have the best picture of the rainfall on a field-per-field basis," D'Orgeval said.

Climate Corporation released a more complex version of its program this year called Climate Pro. It hopes the program will help farmers decide what to plant, and when to use chemicals that improve growth and kill insects. The program will even tell them how much money they might make.

And that's the VOA Learning English Agriculture Report. I'm Christopher Cruise.

Part II
This is the VOA Learning English Education Report.

500 young African leaders are taking part in a US government program at American universities this summer. They would study Civic Leadership, Public Management and Business. Fauzia Abdikadir ofKenya is among the young people.

Ms. Abdikadir spoke to VOA about her goals and the goals of her group in Kenya — the Northern Organization for Social Empowerment. She says she wants to improve health care and development in the northeastern part of the country.

Ms. Abdikadir comes from a family of travelling animal herders in Garissa. Garissa has failed to develop as fast as the rest of the country. Ms. Abdikadir hopes the Northern Organization can change that.

"We are being taught how to transform the societies with what we have. They say what we have is the energy, the zeal, the enthusiasm and the brains of coming up with new ideas in order to save the society from poverty, illiteracy, gender-based violence and so many social vices," said Abdikadir.

The people of northeastern Kenya have depended for centuries on their animals. Families move from one place to another in search of water and places to feed the animals. This traditional life— always on the move limits education and health care. Most people walk more than 10kilometers to reach schools, or a health center.

Ms. Abdikadir said she wants to make agriculture another way of life in her community. Shebelieves settling permanently and planting crops would provide a better future for youngpeople.

"Specifically, where I come from we are not so much into agriculture yet we have very fertileland, we have very good opportunities to practice agriculture. The other thing is the youth  empowerment, we need to empower the youth," Abdikadir said.

Ms. Abdikadir said there are two kinds of young people — those from rural areas and those from cities. She said only the city people can make use of what limited resources that exist.

In the United States, Ms. Abdikadir said she and the other young people receive six weeks of training, they will also work for two months in the civil leadership field. The program seeks to guide Africa's educators, business people and activists of the future.

The Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders is part of President Obama's Young African Leaders Initiative. Those attending are between ages 25 and 35. They will receive money to support their plans and organizations after they complete the program.

And that's the VOA Learning English Education Report. You can read more about education on our website learningenglish.voanews.com. You can follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn, iTunes, Twitter and on our YouTube channel all at VOA Learning English. I'm Jerilyn Watson.
Unit 5

Part I Agriculture Report

In the Garden: Growing Roses
From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

Most kinds of rose plants come from Asia. But roses are also native to other areas including northwest Africa, Europe and the United States.

In nineteen eighty-six, the U.S. Congress chose the rose as America's national flower. Technically, Congress and President Ronald Reagan declared it the "national floral emblem." Whatever the name, the decision did not smell sweet to lovers of other flowers.

Some people say roses are difficult to grow. But you have a good chance of success if you start with a few suggestions from experts. You should plant your roses where they can get sunshine for about six hours on bright days.

You can buy roses from a garden center or by mail order. You can buy potted roses, also known as container roses, or bare-root plants. Each kind has its fans.

Some gardeners say potted roses are easier to plant. They say the roots develop better. But Jeffrey Dinslage, president of Nature Hills Nursery in Omaha, Nebraska, points out that bare-root roses come without soil. So they weigh less to transport.

The University of Illinois Extension advises getting bare-root roses as close to planting time as you can. If they arrive before you are ready to plant them, make sure the packing material is moist. Keep the plants in a cool, dark place. You plant the roses while they are dormant. The resting plants have no leaves but still need water.

When growing roses, the soil should feel moist deep down. Watering should be done in the morning. That can prevent problems called black spot and mildew.

But do not water too much. Jeffrey Dinslage says people often ask him about unhealthy discoloration on rose leaves. He says the spots are usually caused by too much water. After heavy rains or too much watering, he advises pulling away mulch temporarily from around the roots. This will help dry the soil.

In normal conditions, placing mulch around rose plants is a good idea. Mulch suppresses weeds and holds moisture in the soil. You can use mulch made from bark, pine needles, cottonseed or oak leaves.

If your soil is very dry, you can add peat or compost, which returns nutrients to the soil. If aphids, thrips or other insects invade your rose bushes, you may be able to force them off with just a strong spray of water.

And that's the Agriculture Report. I'm Mario Ritter.

Part II Health Report

Electric Shocks, Not Drugs, Help A Brain Disease
From VOA Learning English. This is the Health Report.
Modern medicine mainly uses drugs to cure disease. But what if drugs were replaced with electricity? Pacemakers, small machines that doctors surgically place in the body, already use electric signals to help weak hearts beat right.
And now, scientists are using electricity on the brain to ease the effects of Parkinson's disease. Parkinson's disease causes uncontrollable shaking, or tremors.
Simply walking down the street is a great gift for David Dewsnap.
The usual drug treatment did not help his Parkinson's disease. So, doctors cut open his skull and placed wires, or electrodes, deep in his brain.
The Deep Brain Stimulation System is a two part medical device. One part is thin wires that doctors place in the part of the brain connected with movement. The other part is a battery pack. The battery produces the electric signals.
Before doctors wired his brain, Mr. Dewsnap could not even take a short walk.
DAVID DEWSNAP: "This procedure has been just amazing for me. Without seeing me before, you don't really understand what it was like. I couldn't use ... the left side of my body. I couldn't (could not) use it really."
Caleb Kemere is an electrical engineer and brain scientist at Rice University. He has been using brain stimulation in his experiments on rats.
He knows this treatment works. What he doesn't know is how.
CALEB KEMERE: "We are probably making it work not as it is supposed to work, but in a new way that allows for movements to happen faithfully or for a tremor to go away."
Mr. Kemere says the small electric shocks may trick the brain. The shocks copy the work of a brain chemical called dopamine. Dopamine helps control movement –- or motor activity.
Mr. Kemere wants to develop a brain stimulation system to treat other disorders. He explains that the system would process signals coming from the brain in real-time and then use those signals to control its own electrical output.
CALEB KEMERE: "We propose to take this and then expand into something that has a much more complicated processor like the one that is found in your cell phone that can process incoming signals that we actually would be getting from the brain in real time, understand what's (what is) going on and then modulate the brain stimulation in response to that."
Mr. Kemere says first researchers need to settle some small problems such as what electrical signal to use.
CALEB KEMERE: "We don't know what signal to use and we don't know how to do that modulation."
The National Science Foundation gave Caleb Kemere money to work on such research. He believes there could be experimental devices that help people suffering from other mental disorders within five years.
And that's the Health Report. I'm Anna Matteo.

Unit 6

Part I Agriculture Repot

Scientists Seek Super Soybean to Meet the World's Food Needs

From VOA Leaning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

The United Nations says the world's population will increase by 34 percent by the year 2050. Scientists and others know it will be difficult to meet the food needs of so many people. A recent study shows that soybean crops and computers may help deal with the problem.

The U.N. predicts food production must increase by 70 percent to meet the needs of a richer population. The U.N. expects more people will live in cities than in rural areas. But today there is little too low increase in the productivity of major crops.

Kenneth Quinn is the president of the World Food Prize Foundation. He says the need to increase food production is the greatest difficulty humanity has ever faced.

"There's going to be another 2 billion people on our planet between now and 2050 and how are we going to produce enough food for them to eat?" asked Quinn.

Darren Drewry is a scientist at the American Space Agency, NASA. He led a study of soybeans which NASA calls the world's most important protein crop. He says researchers using a computer were surprised to find that they were able to create a soybean plant that can be both more productive and use less water.

"We find that there are changes to the architecture of modern soybean cultivars can be made to help us improve on many of these goals," said Drewry.

Researchers were able to increase soybean productivity by 7 percent without using more water. The computer helped researchers do work that would have taken many years in the field. The next step is to test the computer's design.

We spoke to Stephen Long about that. He is a professor at the University of Illinois, and one of the writers of the report on the soybean study. He told us by Skype that researchers used computer program to study what would happen if they changed the way the plant grows.

"One of the things the modeling predicted is that there's too much leaf area so we're actually removing leaves as the plant's growing to get a lower leaf area. We're also artificially modifying the angle of the leaves as well to reflect what the model predicted," said Long.

Professor Long says it is important to find solutions to the predicted global food shortage before it happens. He says it will be 20 years before farmers can begin growing a more productive soybean once they have developed it.

The study on soybeans was published in the journal Global Change Biology. The National Science Foundation, NASA and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation paid for the study.

And that's the VOA Learning English Agriculture Report. I'm Caty Weaver.

Part II Education Repot
North Dakota Oil Boom Crowding Schools

This is the VOA Learning English Education Report.

The oil industry is growing fast in the American States of North Dakota and Montana. Removing oil from the ground has made a lot of money for the area and provided many jobs. The industry also has brought thousands of people to rural towns that once has small populations. Williston, North Dakota is a good example.

The United States Census Bureau says the Williston area was the fastest growing place of its size and description from July 1, 2011 to July 1, 2012. It said the population growth was 9.3 percent. Adding many people means increased demand for roads, emergency services and other systems, like electricity, heating and water. And more children attending schools can mean crowding in the community’s classrooms.

John Monger was born and raised in Williston. He is taught at the city’s Hagan elementary school for 24 years. For the last three years he is taught in a temporary structure called a trailer, the classrooms are smaller than usual. He started the year with 16 students. Now Mr. Monger has 18 in the small space.

Viola LaFontaine is the leader of Williston public schools, that area of schools is the smallest in North Dakota, but it is also growing the fastest. She says the schools increased their population by more than 1000 students during the past four to five years. The majority are elementary school children. In addition, she says the students come from all over the world.

"I believe it’s seven different languages that we have spoken in school now. A majority are Spanish, but we have Cantonese, we have French," LaFontaine said.

Ms LaFontaine says it’s difficult to deal with the continuing changes in student population.

"The greatest challenge is the students coming in and out and throughout the entire school year, which something different as well as students leaving throughout the entire school year," LaFontaine said.

The official says it is also hard to hire qualified teachers and to pay for larger and more modern schools. She notes that the state is receiving a lot of money from oil. She has asked the North Dakota government for education assistance.

"North Dakota’s always been conservative. I don’t think that’s a bad thing. But now that you’ve got ample resources, let us have some of it. Whether it’s grants or loans or preferably grants that you could use to really support your schools," LaFontaine said.

Voters in Williston District 1 recently approved a measure to build a new high school. The measure will increase property taxes. But education activists say Williston's taxes are less than those in similar North Dakota communities.

And that’s the Education Report from VOA Learning English. I’m Jerilyn Watson.

Unit 7

Part I Agriculture Report

NGO Sees Progress in Ending Global Hunger
From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

The United Nations says hunger kills more people every year than AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis combined. There has been progress since 1990 toward ending hunger. But it is estimated that more than 840 million people worldwide still do not have enough to eat.

Asma Lateef is the director of The Bread for the World Institute. She says there is now a chance to end world hunger – and not just react to emergencies.

"Well, I think we are in a good space right now. I think for the first time in human history we have the prospect of ending global hunger within a generation – by 2030," Lateef said.

Ms Lateef says many countries have work together to try to end hunger worldwide.

"This has been due to a lot of deliberate work on the part of governments around the world, particularly the governments of countries that are hardest hit by hunger – but also by the support of the United States and the leadership of the United States," Lateef said.

In 1996, the U.N. World Food Summit released a document known as the Rome Declaration. It called for reducing the number of hungry people by half within 20 years. Ms Lateef says when the document was released there was no plan on how to meet that goal.

"There was a great focus on industrialization. I think people felt that if you helped countries develop and have economic growth that would address hunger as well. And so you did find, actually, a huge reduction in extreme poverty around the world. But that didn't translate into – necessarily at the same pace – a reduction in hunger," Lateef said.

Ms Lateef says a food security crisis in 2008 caused by high prices and shortages, caused countries and organizations to change the way they fight hunger.

"It was the global response that came as a result of that food price crisis. It was a real wake-up call. Riots around the world as people were really struggling to be able to afford food and prices of basic commodities had just skyrocketed. That got the attention of a lot of policymakers, including U.S. leaders at the time. And since then, the Obama administration has really made food security and hunger a priority within global development programs and has galvanized global attention to this issue," Lateef said.

Ms Lateef says the crisis helped political leaders understand that food insecurity was a threat to national security. She says policies developed during that crisis have helped reduce hunger.

"We're very close to achieving the Millennium Development Goal of halving hunger by 2015. We won't make that target because it's next year and because of the food price crisis, but the effort that's been put in over the last few years really puts us on track," Lateef said.

She says enough food is being produced now to feed everyone on the planet. But she says many people do not have enough money to pay for it.

And that's the VOA Learning English Agriculture Report. I'm Caty Weaver.

Part II Economics Report

China and India Agree to Boost Economic Ties
From VOA Learning English, this is the Economics Report.

The Chinese and Indian foreign ministers have discussed ways to ease tensions and increase economic ties. It was the first high level meeting between the Asian powers since a new government took power in India. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his Indian counterpart, Sushma Swaraj, met for three hours in the Indian capital New Delhi.

Afterwards, Indian official said both countries agreed much could be done to improve their economic relationship. Gautam Bambawale of India's foreign ministry says China will consider the possibility of expanding economic cooperation between the two countries.

"Foreign Minister Wang Yi also said that the economic development of India is something that is supported by the Chinese government," Bambawale said.

Indian Officials say more Chinese investment could reduce India's trade deficit with China. That deficit has increased to more than $30 billion. India says it wants more Chinese investment in roads, ports and other systems. India also would like increased investment in manufacturing - areas in which India is behind China.

Some foreign policy observers in India expect new Prime Minister Narendra Modi to increase economic ties with China as he tries to meet his campaign promise to develop India's economy. But the two countries also have a disputed boarder in the Himalayas. The conflict remains unsettled after years of negotiations. India accuses Chinese troops of entering its territory in the past year raising tensions.

The Chinese Premier Li Keqiang was the first foreign leader to congratulate Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his election victory. Mr. Modi described China as "always a priority in India's foreign policy."

Mr. Modi took an aggressive position about China and Pakistan during his campaign. However, he has shown signs that building ties with neighboring countries will be important.

An Indian Foreign Ministry spokesman said several high level meetings are planned this year, one will include a visit by the Chinese Premier to India.

And that is the Economics Report from VOA Learning English. I'm Mario Ritter.

Unit 8

Part I Agriculture Report

Raising Alpacas for Fun and Profit

From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

Alpacas are large animals with long, thick hair. They are related to camels and lamas. Most of them live in the Andean area of South America. But a growing number of them are being raised in the United States. VOA recently visited an Alpaca Farm near Washington to find out why.

Alpacas are being sheared at an Alpaca Farm in Maryland, less than an hour away from the nation's capital. Shearing is the process of removing that thick, heavy covering of fleece from the animal. Some of the alpacas quietly let the owners shear them, but some of them do not like it at all.

The alpacas on Sugarloaf Farm are sheared to keep them cool during the hot summer months. The shearing is also profitable for farm owner Kevin Brandt. He says there is a growing demand for alpaca wool.

"We're finding that there are more people in the marketplace looking for alpaca yarns because it's considered to be hypoallergenic, and it's really as soft as cashmere," Brandt said.

Mr Brandt and his workers turn the fleece from the animals into yarn, using an equipment at the farm. Mr Brandt sales natural and colored yarn, and other alpaca products in his store at the farm. But that is not the only way he makes money from his animals.

"We raise and sell alpacas as bred females. We also sell pet males and fiber males to others. We also have a stud service where we'll take our stud males around for hire," Brandt said.

Mr Brandt says he entered the Alpaca of farming business, because he and his family love the animals.

"My wife Nancy and oldest daughter and I were at the local country fair and we decided to stop into one more barn before we went home and it happened to be the alpaca barn and almost instantly we fell in love with the alpacas," Brandt said.

Experts estimate there are about 300,000 alpacas in the United States. Mr Brandt says fewer alpacas live in places other than South America. The Farm's website says 99 percent of the 3 million alpacas in the world live in Peru, Bolivia and Chile.

"Alpaca are just a wonderful livestock. They're gentle. We've raised our three kids here and it's a wonderful lifestyle to have," said Brandt.

And as more and more people learn about the joy and money alpacas can bring, he believes there will be even more farms like his.

And that's the VOA Learning English Agriculture Report. I'm Caty Weaver.

Part II Technology Report

Hollywood's Visual Effects Industry in Crisis
From VOA Learning English, this is the Technology Report.

Not everything you see in Hollywood movies is real. Some of the beautiful, strange, scary images might have been produced on a computer. They are called visual effects. They once were produced only in Hollywood, but that has changed. New technology makes it possible for one film to include visual effects created in different countries.

Venkatesh Roddam is the chief executive officer of Reliance MediaWorks in India.

"In the last five to seven years is where you've seen an explosion of content getting processed in different parts of the world, Not just India, but China, Taiwan, Korea, India; these are all the markets that content from Hollywood is going to," said Roddam.

Dave Rand is a co-founder of the Association of Digital Artists, Professionals &Technicians. He says that sending visual effects work overseas hurts U.S. companies.

"I've been at 12 different visual effects companies. [I've] been on the staff of five, all of which have gone bankrupt for one reason or another; basically it's only two, the way we work and the subsidy race that's driven so many of them out of business," said Dave Rand.

Daniel Lay is the association's other founder. He believes U.S. federal courts should get involved in Hollywood's use of visual effects made by foreign companies.

"The United States government puts very strong anti-subsidy laws that have been around for years that allow for domestic industries that are being injured by these international subsidies to seek relief through the trade courts," Lay said.

Mr. Lay says he wants a tax ordered on work produced outside the U.S. Not surprisingly, Venkatesh Roddam of Reliance MediaWorks does not agree.

"It's not a progressive idea. You are actually artificially pumping up the cost. You are limiting talent availability," said Roddam.

Kunal Chindarkar works in Singapore for the visual effects company Double Negative. He says he learns a lot working on Hollywood movies with people from all over the world. His co-workers at Double Nagetive include people from Australia, France and the United Kingdom.

Venkatesh Roddam says working with Hollywood improves the quality of work worldwide. He says it is important for visual effects companies to have a presence in the U.S.

"You cannot survive in this marketplace without a physical presence here. So from that perspective, companies like ours will continue to create American jobs in America, rather than actually think about how much of this work is going to Canada or U.K. or India or China," said Roddam.

He says the visual effects industry will continue to develop. He adds that those who want to stay in the business will have to continue to change with it.

And that's the VOA Learning English Technology Report. I'm Jonathan Evans.

Unit 9

Part I Agriculture Report

The government of Senegal and the organization Sea Shepherd has launched a campaign against illegal fishing along the country’s coast. The nonprofit group is helping to prevent the poaching of hundreds of thousands of tons of tuna, swordfish and sharks each year.
    People call the program “Sunu Gaal.” That is a local term meaning “my canoe.”The Sea Shepherd is providing a boat with a crew trained to help catch poachers. Senegalese naval ships are also involved in the campaign.
    Lamia Essemlali is leading Sea Shepherd’s effort to help guard the Senegalese coast.
Lamia Essemlali.
    “What we are doing is documenting illegal vessels and reporting to the Navy.And right now the next stage is to have the officials who are on board with us to be able to board those vessels and to check into whether they are complying.”
    Some crews use nets and other equipment to hide the names of their ships.Ms. Essemlali said poaching vessels recently have been flying the Senegalese flag. Others ships do have the required documents. But she said they still may be breaking international and Senegalese law.
    She said her group’s increased guarding of the waters has been effective.
    “We have a good network of informants that can help us target the illegal fishing vessels. Now they are more careful because the word came out that Senegal is trying to stop that illegal fishing.”
    She said poachers used to catch fish in daylight. But she said they are being more careful now. They poach at night, and flee if they think they are being followed.
    “They are more cautious. They stand behind the border and they come at night and they just run away across the border when they feel they are being followed.”
    The Sea Shepherd official said the campaign also means to educate buyers of fish in industrial countries. She said they should know that the food they eat comes from an area that depends on legal exports of fish to make money and feed people.
    Health experts estimate that fish provide more than 66 percent of animal protein eaten in West Africa. The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization says fisheries and linked industries provide 25 percent of all employment in West Africa.
    Other numbers show there are hundreds of thousands of jobs related to fish in Senegal, Sierra Leone and Guinea.
    European Union rules have made it easier to find out where fish are caught. Ships and governments that do not cooperate may be barred from the waters. Reports say three countries right now could face such restrictions. Eight other nations have been asked to fix their problems or face limitations on their seafood exports to the E.U.

Part II Words and Their Stories 

Today's program is all about eyes. When it comes to relationships, people's eyes can be a window into their hearts. This means that their eyes can tell a lot about how they feel. We will tell a story about a man and woman who are teachers at the same school. The woman is interested in the man. She uses many methods to catch his eye, or get him to notice her. Once he sets eyes on her, or sees her, she might try to get him interested in her by acting playful. In other words, she might try to make eyes at him or give him the eye.

     Let us suppose that this man gets hit between the eyes. In other words, the woman has a strong affect on him. He wants to spend time with her to get to know her better. He asks her out on a date.

She is so happy that she may walk around for days with stars in her eyes. She is extremely happy because this man is the apple of her eye, a very special person. She might tell him that he is the only person she wants, or "I only have eyes for you."

On their date, the couple might eat a meal together at a restaurant. If the man is really hungry, his eyes might be bigger than his stomach. He might order more food than he can eat. When his food arrives at the table, his eyes might pop out. He might be very surprised by the amount of food provided. He might not even believe his own eyes. If fact, all eyes would be watching him if he ate all the food. This might even cause raised eyebrows. People might look at the man with disapproval.

During their dinner, the couple might discuss many things. They might discover that they see eye to eye, or agree on many issues. They share the same beliefs and opinions. For example, they might agree that every crime or injury should be punished. That is, they firmly believe in the idea of an eye for an eye. They might also agree that it is wrong to pull the wool over a person's eyes. This means to try to trick a person by making him believe something that is false. But the man and woman do not believe in the evil eye, that a person can harm you by looking at you.

The next day, at their school, the woman asks the man to keep an eye on, or watch the young students in her class while she is out of the classroom. This might be hard to do when the teacher is writing on a board at the front of the classroom. To do so, a teacher would need to have eyes in the back of his head. In other words, he would know what the children are doing even when he is not watching them.
Unit 10
Part I Agriculture Report 

Have you ever wondered what the average American farmer looks like? A new report says he is a 58-year-old white man. That information comes from the United States Census Bureau, a government agency that collects and studies information about the nation's population and economy.
    The report also says farmers 65 and older are the fastest growing population group. As these farmers retire, American agriculture will experience big changes. The report suggests what some of those changes might look like and why they might not be so bad.

Adrienne Gibson works a small piece of land in the rolling north of Knoxville, Tennessee. She is something of a new face in American agriculture. First of all, she is a woman. And secondly, she is a minority, and she is succeeding in an industry controlled mostly by white men.  
But the Census Bureau report suggests that may be changing. The number of minority farmers working American soil is growing, and fast. The report also suggests that U.S. farms are getting smaller.
    Adrienne Gibson earns money by using a Community Supported Agriculture, or CSA, model of farming. As a CSA farmer, she raises food for a handful of buyers who agree to pay her before her crops are ready.
    "We have 23 CSA customers. They subscribe to supporting the farm, and in return they get a weekly basket of vegetables from May through October," said Gibson. 
Nate Phillips teaches farming at Middle Tennessee State University. He says smaller farms are partly a reaction to changes in the way Americans think about their food.
    "There's growing interest in where our food is coming from, what is the food quality, things like that. I think we'll continue to see that increase," said Phillips.
    This movement is often called farm to table, it means that more Americans are starting to buy food that is grown locally. And they want to know exactly where their food is coming from. Nate Phillips adds that more younger people are entering farming because of this trend.

"I'm seeing a lot more students from Nashville, or the cities, that are coming in that didn't grow up around agriculture, weren't from an agricultural background, but had that interest," Phillips said. 
Nate Phillips thinks it is good that the people who grow food are beginning to look more like the people who eat it.
    "It reflects our general society. It reflects what our communities are like around us, and I think that's a great thing for agriculture," Phillips said.

Part II Health Report 
Could young blood be the answer to cheating death? It may sound like the story in a vampire movie but now there is scientific research that supports the theory.
    U.S. scientists have discovered a protein in the blood in young mice that can undo some effects of aging in old mice. The same protein is present in human blood and might one day help us lead healthier lives.
    Two papers published in the journal Science discuss this protein, called GDF11.
    Researchers at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts explain how GDF11 improved the brain and muscle ability of older mice. This protein is found in high levels in the blood of young mice. And it appears to help develop new blood vessels.
    In one experiment, the scientists increased the levels of GDF11 in aging mice by surgically connecting (or infusing) the blood flow systems of young mice to the old mice. Blood containing higher levels of GDF11 flowed among both groups. In another experiment, they injected the protein into old mice.
    Scientists saw the greatest change in the old mice that shared blood flow with the young.
    The old mice formed new blood vessels. The animals' blood flow improved. And the aging process changed directions, or reversed, in every tissue the researchers observed.
    Researcher Lee Rubin is a professor of stem cell research at Harvard's Stem Cell Institute. His team looked at the effect of GDF11 on brain tissue.
    "So, this simple surgery, infusing an old mouse with young blood, actually produced some structural changes in the old brain, making the old brain, in essence, more like (a) young brain. And some people have used the phrase 'rejuvenating the old brain.' And similar things were observed in other tissues."
    Rubin's teammate Amy Wagers said that GDF11 repaired DNA damage linked to aging. Wagers said earlier GDF11 research showed a change in the weakened hearts of older mice. The hearts returned to a more youthful size and beat more efficiently.
    So, this is great news for old mice. But what does it mean for us? There is growing hope GDF11 might someday repair and renew unhealthy human hearts. Also, Mr. Rubin says the protein might improve memory power for Alzheimer's patients or physical movement for people with Parkinson's disease.
    But the researcher says the protein is not a "fountain of youth." He says the aim of the research is not to lengthen life as much as to improve it.
    "In other words, even if you did not live more years, at least you could remain healthier for the number of years you do live. And I think again, what we've shown is functional improvement in ... various different tissues in mice."
    Researchers at Stanford University in California are doing similar research. They report that blood from young mice improved brain operations in older mice. 
     Researchers in Massachusetts and California are working with technology companies that specialize in human medicine to see how these findings can help humans.
      Harvard University's Lee Rubin predicts human testing could begin in as little as three years.
Unit 11

Model Test One 

Listening Comprehension

Section A

1. M: Can you believe that? We could have got the deal, but I totally blew the whole thing!

W: Come on, Jerry. Don’t be so upset. Trust me, and everything will go well.

Q: Why is the man so upset?

2. W: Look! The cake is burned again. I already said that I was not good at cooking. I am going to                         give up.

M: Never mind, remember what I said? Don’t leave things half-done.

Q: What does the man suggest the woman do?

3. M: What would you like to eat? Shall we have some soup first?

  W: Well, I’d rather have some fruit juice to start with. And I have a fancy for some vegetables tonight. Can you recommend something for me?

Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

4. W: Dad, I am back. I went shopping with my friends this afternoon. How do you like my new red skirt?

M: Oh, honey, what can I say? You should act your age.

Q: What does the man say about the new red skirt?

5. W: Excuse me, sir. Is there a barber near here?

M: Yes, walk down this road, take the fourth turn to the right and then you’ll see it. It will take you ten minutes or so.

Q: What will the woman most probably do?

6. W: The blue dress in the store window is really fashionable. But I don’t have enough money so far.

M: Yes, if you budget your money more carefully, you would be able to buy it.

Q: What does the man feel about the woman?

7. W: What did you say? You want to quit your job and have a journey all around the world? You really should get your head out of the clouds.

M: OK, OK, maybe you’re right. I should try to be more down-to-earth.

Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

8. M: First, turn on the computer. We can look at the computer and the computer menu at the same time. And this will help us understand both better.

W: That’s nice. So we can open files, save and copy them right now?

Q: What are the two speakers talking about?

Conversation One

W: Sorry, I’m late. The train was delayed. I got stuck on the platform for about 20 minutes.

M: Yeah, it happens from time to time. How are you finding the commuting anyway?

W: Well, it’s a shock to the system to be honest. Last night I was coming home from the office, and I got caught in the mad jam. It was unbelievable that everyone seemed jammed in a can.

M: Yeah, and then just when you think there is no way anyone else could fit on, five more people burst in!

W: I’ve got to hand it to the train companies though. Whoever devised the schedules is a genius. It’s amazing how different trains arrive at the same time for people to change.

M: I know. Back home, 20 minutes late for a train is pretty standard.

W: So what do you do to take your mind off things on the train? I sometimes try to read a book, but I can’t turn the page, not enough space!

M: I usually listen to music, and it helps block out everything. But if I’m really tired, I tend to just nod off for a few minutes.

W: Isn’t that a bit risky? You don’t want to miss your stop.

M: You watch the businessmen do it. They have it down to an art form. They will wake up just before their stop.

W: I’m afraid if I close my eyes, I won’t be waking up so quickly.

Question 9: Why is the woman late?

Question 10: Why does the woman speak highly of the train companies?

Question 11: How does the man usually spend time on the train?

Conversation Two

W: Why do you think you would be a good fit for the job as an assistant manager?

M: Because I’m very competent in this area.

W: What kind of personality do you think you have?

M: I’m quite active and energetic. I approach things enthusiastically and I don’t like to leave things half-done.

W: What do you think is the most important thing for you to be happy?

M: I maintain that the most important thing is having good friends. A person can’t live all by himself, I think. A friend in need is a friend in deed. The more really close friends I have, the better.

W: What kind of people do you like to work with?

M: People who are honest and devoted to their work.

W: What do you do in your spare time?

M: I have many hobbies. I like almost all kinds of sports.

W: What sports do you like best?

M: Football. It’s a very exciting game because it keeps me alert. I also enjoy the team spirit of it.

W: What do you think is the relationship between the subjects you’ve taken and the job you are seeking?

M: I’ve taken courses on office administration, reports and correspondence writing. I think all these are closely related to the job of assistant manager.

W: Now please tell me something about your past work achievements.

M: All right, madam. When I was a sales manager at Sunny Company selling office equipment, I succeeded in raising the yearly sales volume by 15 percent and profit margins from 50 percent to 60 percent.

W: That is quite an achievement! Do you consider it your most rewarding work experience?

M: No, I don’t think so. I’ll create further achievements in the future.

Question 12: Why does the man think the most important thing is having good friends?

Question 13: What does the man do at his leisure?

Question 14: What does the man say about the courses he’s taken?

Question 15: What was the man’s previous job?

Section B

Passage One

A new book is sure to be discussed and debated at colleges this fall. The book is called My Freshman Year: What a Professor Learned by Becoming a Student. The writer is Rebekah Nathan, which is not her real name. Rebekah Nathan, who is in her fifties, is a professor of humanics at a university in the United States, for which her name is “Any U”.

The professor wanted to know why many of her students did not complete their work or ask for help, so she decided to do a research project. She got the approval of the university ethics committee, which considers moral and legal issues in studies.

In the spring of 2002, she applied to her own university under the name “Rebekah Nathan” and was admitted. She lived in student housing, took five classes during her first term and two in the second semester and also played sports. She did pretty well, although she got one C, a mark of average. In My Freshman Year, she does not identify any students by name, but she does discuss what they told her about their lives. Rebekah Nathan writes that students do not have enough time to be interested in their classes.

They are busy with activities and jobs and try to learn only as much as they have to. But she says they will read the material if it is directly linked to what is being discussed in class. The professor says her year as a student changed the way she teaches. She gives less reading now, asks questions designed to get students to speak more and offers help as well. And she says she is no longer offended if a student falls asleep.

Question 16: Why did Rebekah Nathan apply to be a freshman?

Question 17: What does Rebekah Nathan find in her freshman year?

Question 18: Which kind of material will the students read?

Question 19: What is changed for Rebekah Nathan after one year as a freshman?

Passage Two

This is the central district and it’s 11 o’clock at night time but if I put on my sunglasses it wouldn’t be too dark at all and that’s because there are lights everywhere. There’s a decorative lighting sign across the street at an old antique shop. It’s closed but there are one, two, three signs lit up and it’s the same thing all down the street.

Now, researchers say that the signs are contributing to what is known as light pollution—you can tell by looking up into the sky. Not a single star in sight. In fact the sky is a light shade of grey because of the amount of light in the central district and this is affecting people’s lives because above these businesses and signs are apartment blocks. So these lights are reflecting off the windows and bouncing into people’s homes. Christine Siu lives near the area. She says sometimes the lights are so bright that they make it hard for her to fall asleep.

Well, researchers are asking businesses to dim their lights and to turn them off earlier in the evening except it’s not going to be an easy thing to do. Actually, many big cities are places where businesses can offer the same services or to sell the same products side-by-side.

The only way they can distinguish themselves from their competitors is through these decorative lighting signs to grab customers’ attention. The bigger, the brighter, the better. Some big cities are known to be places that never sleep. Well now it seems that’s because they never allow the sky to go dark.

Question 20: What does the speaker say is affecting people’s lives?

Question 21: What are researchers asking businesses to do?

Question 22: Why do the businesses turn on the decorative lighting signs?

Passage Three

There are several different ways in which a person may become recognized as the leader of a social group. In the family, traditional cultural patterns grant leadership on one or both of the parents. In other cases, such as friendship groups, one or more persons may gradually emerge as leaders, although there is no formal process of selection. In larger groups, leaders are usually chosen formally through election or recruitment.

Though leaders are often thought to be people with unusual personal ability, decades of research have failed to produce consistent evidence that there is any category of “natural leaders”. It seems that there is no set of personal qualities that all leaders have in common; rather, virtually any person may be recognized as a leader if the person has qualities that meet the needs of that particular group.

Research suggests that there are typically two different leadership roles that are held by different individuals. Instrumental leadership is leadership that emphasizes the completion of tasks by a social group. Group members look to instrumental leaders to “get things down”. Expressive leadership, on the other hand, is leadership that attaches importance to the collective well-beings of a social group’s members. Expressive leaders are less concerned with the overall goals of the group than with providing emotional support to group members and attempting to make less tensions and conflicts among them. Instrumental leaders may discipline group members who block attainment of the group goals. Expressive leaders tend to cultivate a more personal or primary relationship with others in the group.

Question 23: In what groups do people gradually become leaders?

Question 24: What are leaders often thought to be?

Question 25: What do we learn about expressive leaders?

Section C

As a professor at a large American university, I often hear students saying: “I’m only a 1050.” The unlucky students are speaking of the score on SAT, which is used to determine whether they will be admitted to the college or university of their choice, or they will not have a chance to get a higher education at all.

It is obvious that if students value highly their test scores, then a great amount of their self-respect is put in the number. Students who perform poorly on the exam are left feeling that it is all over. The low test score, they think, will make it impossible for them to get into a good college. And without a degree from a famous university, they fear that many of life’s doors will remain forever closed.

According to a study, the SAT is only a reliable indicator of a student’s future performances in most cases. Interestingly, it becomes much more accurate when it is set together with other indicators like a student’s high school grades. Even if standardized tests like the SAT could show a student’s academic proficiency, they will never be able to test things like confidence, efforts and willpower, and are unable to give us the full picture of a student’s potentialities. This is not to suggest that we should stop using SAT scores in our college admission process. The SAT is an   excellent test in many ways, and the score is still a useful means of testing students. However, it should be only one of many methods used.       

Unit 12
Part I Agriculture Report
China has rejected more than one million metric tons of United States corn since last November. The Chinese Government says it is not accepting shipments that include Agrisure Viptera made by the seed company Syngenta. China says it has not approved importing this genetically-modified kind of corn seed.

A GMO food has had gens from other plants or animals added to its natural genetic content. America's National Grain and Feed Association says the rejection is costly. It says the Chinese action is responsible for almost $3 billion in losses to the U.S. agricultural industry.

Wendell Schauman is a farmer in the central state of Illinois. He also is a past leader of the U.S. Grains Council. He has traveled to China to represent American farmers.

"We're the largest corn producer in the world. We're the best supply. We have the best infrastructure to deliver that," said Schauman.

Mr. Schauman says demand for American corn used to feed animals is up throughout the world, except in China. But that country has a very large market for it.

"We went from just minimal sales over there to rather significant ones over two or three years, and, now, just this year, it's dropped back to almost nothing," said Schauman.

Mr. Schauman says the genetically-modified seeds rejected by China are similar to other GMOs in that they have valuable qualities.

"They're effective. They help us produce a better quality crop." said Schauman.

He says some GMOs increase the size and quality of harvest at a lower cost to farmers. And he says some help the environment because they limit the kinds of pesticides control needed.

Mr. Schauman says he believes Chinese rejection may not result from the product itself.

"They haven't approved it, so they won't accept it. Basically, they know there's nothing wrong with it," said Schauman.

Craig Turner is a contributing editor for the online publication GrainAnalyst.com. He says when China really needed corn in the past, it will take any kind of corn.

Mr. Turner also says corn prices dropped when news first spread of the Chinese rejection. He says corn was trading at about $4.20 a bushel at that time. People feared prices would fall below $4 a bushel.

Chinese restrictions continue, but corn prices have since gone up again. Still Wendell Schauman says the situation has led to general mistrust of farmers who use the genetically-modified crop and grain companies that accept it.

Part II Technology Report 
United State officials are close to approving new requirements for enabling vehicles to communicate with each other. Officials hope the new technology will reduce the number of traffic accidents. Automobile manufactures may be required to equip all new cars with what are being called 'vehicle-to-vehicle' communication devices within the next 3 years.

     Vehicle-to-vehicle, or V2V, is a communication technology. It enables vehicles to share information about their speed and movement at a rate of 10 times a second. Cars will be able to identify possible dangers within about 300 meters. The cars will then warn their drivers or even take action to avoid in accident.

The drivers will be able to see, hear and even feel the warning signals through shaking of the seat. The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration expects the new system to reduce the number of car accidents by as much as 80 percent.

     Greg Winfree is with the U.S. Department of Transportation. He says the new technology will change the way people deal with traffic accidents.

"The way to look at it is the first 50 years of transportation safety were focused on surviving crashes. We see the future as technology that avoids crashes overall," said Winfree.

    Critics admit that V2V technology is a major development, but they are concerned about possible conflicts with other wireless devices. They say those devices already operate in the wireless frequencies planned for V2V technology.

    Scott Belcher is the chief operating officer of the group Intelligent Transportation Society of America.

"If somehow we are sharing this spectrum and there's interference and so a car that could have, we could have prevented the crash, we are not able to prevent the crash because someone else is using the spectrum," said Belcher.

Scott Belcher says people may also be concerned about their privacy. He worries about the possibility of using V2V technology to follow individual drivers and document their driving habits. Government agencies and private industry have already invested almost $1 billion in research.

    U.S. officials expect the new technology will be required in American vehicles by early 2017. They believe it is the first step toward a better and safer transportation system.

Unit 13
Part I Agriculture Report 

The United Nations reports that more than 3.3 million people are now experiencing food insecurity in Sudan. That number is expected to rise in the next several month to 4 million. About 11 percent of the country's estimated 34 million people would be affected by the rise.

The U.N. Food and Agriculture Agency(FAO) says fighting, displacement and poor harvests prevent many people from receiving food. Rosanne Marchesich represents the FAO in Sudan. She is shocked by the size of crisis.

"The numbers are quite astonishing,"said Marchesich.

Ms Marchesich says Sudan is facing – what she calls – an early lean season.

"When the harvest is finished and the amount of locally available food is diminished. That's what the lean season is,"said Marchesich.

    She says food support is needed in millions of Sudanese homes for several reasons. She notes the conflicts in Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan States, and especially in Darfur. Huge numbers of people have fled the violence. About 380,000 people were displaced in 2013.

Ms Marchesich says, already this year, 280,000 people have fled their home in Darfur. Also, permanent and traveling planters and animal farmers sometimes fight for resources. And weather can be a major barrier to food security. Long extremely dry periods are followed by floods.

"So, it's really a human disaster and natural disaster – a combination of the two," said Marchesich.

Low food supplies in parts of Sudan have caused a sudden rise in food prices. Meat price, for example, are up 45 percent. Vegetable prices have risen by 40 percent. In addition, the cost of transporting food has increased by 70 percent. Conflict in neighboring South Sudan makes the food situation more difficult. Refugees continue to cross the border and enter camps in Sudan.

The FAO official says it is very important to continue to provide these people with seeds and farm supplies. Help is also needed for communities around the camps, and for the refugees who return home.

"And they're returning to nothing. So these people need to have seeds and tools so that they can plant and have a harvest," said Marchesich.

Ms Marchesich says thousands of metric tons of seed are required and farmers need almost one-million agricultural tools.

Part II Health Report 

Raise your hand if this story sounds familiar.

A man enters a store to buy milk. He walks out of the store with milk. That is all -- milk. At the same time, a woman enters the same grocery store also to buy milk.

She buys it.

But, she also buys chicken and lemons to make dinner that night.

Then she remembers to buy food for her son to eat at school. She also gets a bottle of wine for drinks with friends and a birthday card for her husband's niece. Then she gets coffee for breakfast, ice cream for dessert and remembers stamps to mail the bills. And don't forget soap for the bathroom.

And that is the difference between the female and male brains simply explained in a grocery store.

Generally speaking, men do one thing at a time. Women do many. Doing many things at one time is often called "multi-tasking," a very popular word these days.

Now scientific research supports this theory about male and female brains. A recent study has confirmed what we have known all along – men and women think differently.

Scientists at the University of Pennsylvania studied brain images of 949 people aged from eight to 22 years old. They found that male brains have more connections on one side of the brain, or hemisphere. In the female brain, they found more activity and connections between the right and left sides of the brain. The left side of the brain is known as the side of "reason." The right hemisphere is known as the "creative" side.

Regina Verma is a professor at the University of Pennsylvania. She co-wrote the report. She says when women are asked to do something difficult they might use different parts of the brain. Men, she adds, generally use just one side of the brain.

As a result, men generally deal directly with a problem. There is a strong connection between the "understanding" and the "action" parts of their brains. Women, however, might include other parts of the brain, like the part connected with reason and the part connected with sensitivity when solving a problem. Women take a less direct path to find a solution.

Dr. Verma warns that the study should not lead anyone to expect some behaviors from women and others from men.

Unit 14

Part I Agriculture Report
From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

Vietnam is working to meet goals for food production and food security. In doing so, the government supports use of pesticides and other chemicals on crops. Farmers use these substances to help crops grow, and to protect them from insects and other threats. 

Signs around Vietnam carry the message "Do not abuse pesticides, think of the buyer." But the government has fewer rules restricting the use of the pesticides. Some Vietnamese are so worried about the issue that they buy food only from growers they know, or they buy food online. 

Tran Thuy Nhat is a 30-year-old mother who lives near Hanoi. She shops in the city center, but she worries about pesticides, so she buys vegetables only from people she knows in her village. If she did not, she says the food could harm her baby.

Not everyone knows a trust for the farmer, but there is a website that can help. It lists stores in Hanoi that sell "safe vegetables". The Vietnamese buyers group Vinastas set up the website in 2011. 

Dang Kiem Hien is part of the team that runs the site. Ms. Hien says stores have to meet requirements to be included on the website. For example, they have to prove that they get there vegetables from farmers who do not use chemicals. Ms. Hien says a store will be removed from the list, if it does not obey the rules. 

Eduardo Sabio is with VECO, a Belgian non-government agricultural group. It supports the local website. Mr. Sabio says pesticide misuse in Vietnam is a real problem. 

"The government has a list of pesticides that are allowed, but almost always there are "illegal" pesticides that get into the border and sold to the farmers," Sabio said.

Mr. Sabio says the Vietnamese safe food website uses what is known as the Participatory Guidance System. It supervises food safety through quality reports from farmers groups, traders and local officials. The system is used in more than 20 countries around the world. And Mr. Sabio says Vietnamese farmers keep detail notes about their pesticide use as well as that of neighboring farmers. 

And that's the Agriculture Report from VOA Learning English, I'm Caty Weaver. 

Part II Technology Report 
From VOA Learning English, this is the Technology Report.

There are increasing calls for lawmakers to reconsider copyright laws that protect the owners of 3-D printing designs. But there is also concern that extensive laws could suppress new ideas. 3-D printers have spread from scientific labs to industrial workshops to private homes. And prices of 3-D printers continue to drop.

Designers demonstrate a large number of different machines at 3-D print shows. There are models that can produce complex copies of human organs. There are less costly 3-D printers that make toys for children or parts for home electrical devices.

One German automaker recently demonstrated an example of a car structure printed in one piece. And a Chinese manufacturer advertised a house created in a 3-D printer.

With the help of computer, almost anyone can print exact copies of many kinds of objects. But they also violate the law in doing so. 

Julie Samuels is a lawyer with the civil liberties group, Electronic Frontier Foundation. She says people should be careful about what they create when using 3-D printers. 

"If a certain design that you want to print is covered by copyright, then if you print that you are infringing, arguably, someone's copyright."
But 3-D companies are concerned about passing more restrictive copyright protection laws. They think these laws could place bans on the rights of citizens. They also believe restrictive copyright laws could suppress technological invention. 

Cydni Tetro is the founder of the website 3DPlus.me. She says she expects to see special permission documents for 3-D printing very soon. 

"All of those companies are in very active engagements right now about how they'll deploy 3-D printed products over the next year, and we're going to see that."
Diego Porqueras designs 3-D printers. He says owners of 3-D printers and copyright owners should reach an agreement.

"If companies really take advantage of that and just charge nominal fees to download your favorite character off 'Star Wars' and 3-D print it, I think that's going to prevent a lot more piracy."
The lack of legislation related to 3-D printing will not stop the technology from spreading, but experts say they hope new laws will not punish people for printing a copy of something for their personal use.

And that's the VOA Learning English Technology Report. For more technology stories, visit our website learningEnglish.voanews.com. I'm Jonathan Evans.
Unit 15

Part I Agriculture Report
From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

A period of severe dry weather called a drought is damaging crops in the U.S. State of California. This could cause a rise in food prices for Americans and people around the world. 

In the Central Valley of California, farmers are reducing crop size because they do not have enough water. Last year, California had the least amount of rain since officials began keeping records. And it may be just as bad this year.

Reservoirs are areas where water is stored. In California, some reservoirs are empty. The amount of snow in the Sierra Mountain is 75% below normal. This mountain snow melts in the spring and fills rivers. 

The water is used by farmers. But now, farmers are warning of the possibility of another "Dust Bowl" like the one of the 1930s - severe droughts and dust storms covered American farmlands and few crops grew.

Farmers in California produce almost half of US fruits and vegetables; much of it comes from the Central Valley. 

Dan Errotabere is a third generation California farmer. He grows tomatoes, walnuts, garlic and other crops in Fresno County. He says the federal agency that controls the amount of water released from dams and rivers has stopped giving him water. He and other farmers say officials are not correctly administering the water system.

"The last couple of years, dry years, coupled with severe environmental restrictions, has now presented us with a zero allocation year."
Farmers may not be able to plant crops on more than 200,000 hectares of farmland in the Central Valley this spring. Mr. Errotabere will plant crops on just 80 percent of his farmland; he has enough work for only 15 of his 25 workers.

"Right now, we're completely depending on wells to finish these crops off, but I'm going to be fallowing 1,200 acres of our operation. There won't be anything growing on there." 

Federal and state officials sometimes reduce the amount of water to farmers even in years with normal rainfall levels. The officials must supply water to the Sacramento River Delta, which is home to several endangered species.

Long-term solutions include conservation, recycling waste water and building desalination centers. The centers remove salt from seawater, so it can be used on farms. Farmers say better administration of the state's water system could also help solve the crisis.

And that's the VOA Learning English Agriculture Report. You can read stories about agriculture at our website learningEnglish.voanews.com. I'm Caty Weaver.
Part II Economic Report 
From the VOA Learning English Economics Report.

Toyota Motor Corporation agreed to a record fine of $1.2 billion on March 19th. The fine brought to a close a United States criminal investigation into safety problems with some Toyota vehicles. 

Toyota is the world's largest carmaker. The head of the Justice Department, Attorney General Eric Holder said the company will admit to misleading the public about two safety issues. The problems cause some vehicles to gain speed uncontrollably.

"Today, we can say for certain that Toyota intentionally concealed information and misled the public about the safety issues behind these recalls."
The settlement ends a four-year investigation into how much information Toyota withheld from safety officials. The problems involved poorly made floor coverings and gas pedals that could become stuck in position. The affected vehicles could speed up unexpectedly as a result.

The company recalled about 10 million Toyota and Lexus vehicles. But it did not describe the full extent of the problems and said drivers were to blame. Attorney General Holder said Toyota agreed to have an independent group look at how the company deals with safety issues.

"The company will submit to rigorous review by an independent monitor that will examine and assess the manner in which Toyota regularly reports safety issues to the public and its regulator." 

Mr Holder said the fine was the largest criminal penalty against a car company in US history. He said the amount was right, because of Toyota's actions in the case.

Toyota owners have brought hundreds of private legal cases against the company in connection with the acceleration issue. Last year, the carmaker agreed to pay more than $1 billion to buyers who said their vehicles lost value after the announcement of the recall.

Toyota released a statement saying it has made "major changes" to its operations to become a more "responsive" company.

The world's second largest carmaker, General Motors is also under federal investigation. GM has recalled more than 1.5 million vehicles. Federal officials are investigating problems with the starting mechanisms in some GM models from 2003 to 2007. A number of deadly accidents have been linked to the problems.

And that is the VOA Learning English Economics Report. For more programs, English learning lessons and videos, go to our website learningEnglish.voanews.com. You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. I'm Mario Ritter.

Unit 16

Part I Agriculture Report
From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization says Africa has more food security problems than any other continent. Representatives of more than 50 countries gathered in the Tunisia capital Tunis last month for the agency's 28th yearly Conference on Africa. 

The meeting ended with a renewed promise of support for food security and continuing development. The FAO says Africa has had strong economic growth in recent years. But it says the continent continues to suffer from low agricultural productivity, low incomes in rural areas and high rates of malnutrition. 

Still, the agency says, the situation has improved in some areas, including increased production of basic crops. It says farmers are growing better kinds of bananas in eastern and central Africa. 

And it says they are planting maize that produces more crops in a hectare. Farmers are also growing more cotton, teas and flowers. But the FAO says all of that is not enough for the growing population.

Bukar Tijani is the Assistant Director-General of the agency. He says the agency wants to help increase investment in small farms, many of which are controlled by women. And he says, he wants to help bring young people into farming.

"The theme of the conference itself is really to support youth in different endeavors of agriculture. That is crops, livestock, fisheries, forest products and the value chain activities related to it, including technologies, communication, ICT – everything that could attract youth into it because it's big monies."
The FAO says, agricultural production in African countries has increased less than one-percent every year, compared to two-percent in other developing countries.

Mr Tijani says the FAO and its members should help African countries create a dependable, solid agricultural system. He says this means young people must become farmers.

"The future of Africa or any generation lies in the youth. And that is why I'm calling on youth to come into agribusiness so that you can have employment generation, wealth creation, incomes within agriculture across Africa," said Tijani.

To improve food security, 6 countries signed agreements with the FAO. They will receive 2 million dollars each from the Africa Solidarity Trust Fund. The nations are Central African Republic, Ethiopia, Malawi, Mali, Niger and South Sudan.

And that's the VOA Learning English Agriculture Report. I'm Caty Weaver.
Part II Education Report 
From VOA Learning English, this is the Education Report.

South Africa has 11 official languages. If you want to say hello, it's "sawubona" in Zulu, and "hallo" in Afrikaans. Now, South Africa's school children may start using "Ni Hao" to say hello.

The country's education minister says, the nation is adding the Mandarin language teaching in some schools. Mandarin is the official spoken language of China. That country is a major trading power for South Africa.

A recent agreement between the two nations centers on five areas of cooperation. They include development in basic education, school books and lessons, mathematics and science, teacher training and career education and research.

South Africa officials have not said how much they teaching Mandarin will cost. Troy Martens is an official with South Africa's Ministry of Basic Education. She says the new partnership is extremely valuable.

"So it is very exciting and both countries have indicated that for them education is a high priority, and that is why education is high on the agenda of collaboration between the two countries."
The part of the plan that has gained the most attention is the inclusion of the Mandarin language in schools.

A public opinion study last year found that South Africans have mixed feelings about China. The survey showed 46 percent of South Africans do not like the spread of Chinese ideas and customs in their country, the results also showed that 60 percent dislike Chinese music, movies and television.

But Ms Martens said Chinese trade is more important than those feelings. She said it is extremely helpful to learners in South Africa to study Mandarin as well as Chinese culture. And she said not every school will offer Mandarin.

"Now this will not be compulsory, it will not be for every school, and it will not be for every child. But for schools that feel they have the capacity to offer Mandarin as a subject, we think it is a great opportunity for South African learners to be exposed to this international type of language." 

South Africa's population studies do not say how many native Chinese speakers are among its nearly 51 million people.

Lisette Noonan heads the 80-year-old Pretoria Chinese School in South Africa's capital. The school serves about 500 students from kindergarten to grade 12. Every student studies Mandarin.

Ms Noonan says the school welcomes the new cooperation between South Africa and China. She said it is in the best interests of children to study Mandarin. She said that especially true with China becoming what she called "a huge economic power in the world".

South African schools suffer from the country's history of apartheid.

And from VOA Learning English, that's the Education Report. I'm Bob Doughty.

Unit 17

Part I Agriculture Report
From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.
The town of Bouar is about 450 kilometers west of Bangui, the capital of the Central African Republic. Thousands of people displaced by the violence in the country have come to the town seeking safety.
VOA reporter Bagassi Koura recently spent two weeks in the Central African Republic. She reports that Christians displaced by the fighting are struggling to get enough to eat. But the country's food crisis affects more than just people who fled the violence. Even if they are not displaced, many people in Bouar are hungry and need food aid.
Once a month, the United Nations World Food Program gives food to people in Bouar, people line up to wait for the food. Tensions grow as the hours pass. African Union soldiers are on guard near the line.
Madeleine Kim-Mboussa is among those waiting. She and her six children fled their village a few weeks ago after Seleka rebels attacked. She says that she could not stay in the village because the Seleka killed her whole family. That is why, she says, she came to Bouar.
Michel Sourou Baye has eight children. He has no job, no money and no way to feed his family. He says that many things have happened during the crisis, he and his family fled into the bush. Michel Sourou Baye says he has visited some family members and they are sick.
Time passes, finally the wait is over for Madeleine Kim-Mboussa. A worker calls her name, and she gets her food. She is given 50-kilograms of rice, 10 kilograms of beans, and two liters of cooking oil.
But as she leaves she discovers her bag of beans have been stolen, other women help her capture the person who took it. With their help, Ms. Kim-Mboussa gets her bag of beans back. But then she discovers that her cooking oil has been stolen. A displaced woman Edwige Sonikpi helps her find the second thief.
Edwige Sonikpi says it's a war here, men rob us, they don't want to share, and we women are always the losers.
Madeleine Kim-Mboussa arrives home with all of the food she was given. She says if she had the food earlier, her children would not have suffered. But she also says she is pleased and happy, she says this is her lucky day. And she hopes she will be able to feed her family for another month.
And that's the VOA Learning English Agriculture Report. I'm Caty Weaver.
Part II Health Report 
New research in India shows that children eat better when their mothers have more power, more education and are able to move about freely in the communities.

Researchers found that women who joined a job skills training program sought more in control at home and in their families, and children of these women ate more rice and dairy foods. 
    A program in southern India is called Mahila Samakhya. It brings women together to form local support groups. Researchers at the University of Illinois questioned if and how these groups effected the women's sense of themselves and their positions in the family.

Kathy Baylis is an economist at the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences at the University of Illinois. She led the study.

Ms Baylis says that before joining the peer groups, the women knew fewer than five other women who they were not related to. Ms Baylis adds that many of them did not know the possibilities for women in work and in family life. 

She reads some of the comments from these women that show this way of thinking: "Before I was in the peer group, I didn't know I could stand up to my husband. I didn't know I could work outside the home or work outside the farm. I didn't know women were doctors and lawyers, etc., etc."

Experts say 40 percent of Indian children under age five suffer from underfeeding. But Ms Baylis says, involvement in the support groups, led the women to provide better foods for their children. 
    Researchers visited the homes of those involved in the groups. They created a simple measuring process. They brought different size food bowls, and asked the mothers which size bowls they were using.

"And instead of trying to get people to recall exact number of cups or etc. that they were feeding their kids, we went and asked how many of these size bowls did your different kids get fed of rice and of daal and of various dairy products." 
Researches confirmed that the children were eating better based on the size of bowl the mothers used. They found that girls especially started eating more.
    Ms Baylis says the women also began to resist physical abuse from their husbands. The women threatened to report the violence of these men unless they stopped.  
    The study is one of the first to show the effectiveness of Mahila Samakhya on female empowerment. The Indian central government established the program in 1995. 

A similar program in Bangladesh - SHOUHARDO has also had success. SHOUHARDO is the Bangla word for friendship. The non-profit organization CARE administer SHOUHARDO along with the Bangla government and US government's Food For Peace program.

That's all from the Health Report. Stay tuned for more programme from VOA Learning English.
Unit 18

Part I Lack of Rainfall and Snow Hurts Farming in Western US

From VOA Learning English, This is the agriculture report.

The Western United States is not getting enough rain or snowfall. The dry area includes the state of California. Many of the fruits and vegetables eaten in the US are grown there.

Andy Domenigoni is a farmer in the California Community of Riverside. His father, grandfather and great-grandfather all farmed in the same area. Andy Domenigoni says farmers have good and bad years, and this is one of the bad years. He recently took a VOA reporter to a field where seeds were planted a month earlier. There were no signs of plants growing. Riverside is not the only area waiting for rain.

Bill Patzert is a climatologist at NASA the US space agency. He says drought conditions in western and southwestern states have been getting worse for the past 10 years. He says many farmers are selling their cattle and other animals because of the lack of water. He adds that Southern California is dealing with the worst drought since officials began keeping records more than 130 years ago. 

Milt McGiffen is a field crop expert at the University of California. He says the drought in California will affect many people for years to come. He says food prices will be higher and less food will be produced. He says that as the population increases, the amount of water for each person is decreasing. Mr. McGiffen says that cannot continue. And he says a technology solution is urgently needed. A United Nations report says world food prices in 2013 were among the highest ever. Experts agree that there is no easy answer to the problem of making sure farmers have enough water to grow their crops. 

For VOA Learning English, I’m Carolyn Presutti.

Part II UNESCO Says Poor Education Costs Billions of Dollars

From VOA Learning English, this is the Education Report.
Recently, there have been efforts to make sure children in Africa get a good strong education. But a new report says governments are losing about $129 billion every year on poor quality education. As a result, about one in four students in poor countries cannot read a complete sentence, that represents about 175 million young people.

The report comes from UNESCO - the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. It says poor teacher training and spending cuts are just two of the reasons for underperforming school systems. 

Pauline Rose, an education specialist directed the report. She says more teachers are needed across Africa, especially in countries south of the Saharan desert. She says the area would need about 225,000 additional teachers a year to guarantee a primary school education for all boys and girls by 2015. 

Miss Rose says governments like to save money by using contract teachers. These educators are not government employees but work under a special agreement. Contract teachers can be easily dismissed if found to be underperforming. They also earn far less money than teachers working for the government. Contract teachers represent more than half of the teaching work force in many West African countries. 

Pauline Rose says teachers need to have a strong desire to help children learn. She says they should want to be in the classroom instead of doing other jobs. In recent years, financial support for education has gone down or stayed the same in many countries. 

The UNESCO report says governments will need to increase spending on education. Miss Rose says governments can do better on collecting taxes and making sure everyone pays their fair share of taxes. She says governments could also offer good housing to make sure impoverished areas have enough teachers. The report says South Africa gives six times more money to students in areas with low education levels and high unemployment. Malawi is creating teacher colleges to train new candidates for teaching positions in skills for rural areas. And Ethiopia is urging mentors and supervisors to help support teaching candidates. 

And that's the Education Report from VOA Learning English, I'm Mario Ritter.
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Part I New Farm Bill Becomes Law in the US

From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

President Barack Obama signed a new Farm Bill into law this month. Under the legislation, the federal government will no longer guarantee automatic payments to farmers. Critics say the law replaces the old payment system with new assistance that may violate international trade rules. The law also includes changes in how the United States helps hungry people around the world.

The new Farm Bill ended $5 billion a year in automatic payments to farmers. The president said the law sends a message to people who have abused the system.

"This bill helps to clamp down on loopholes that allowed people to receive benefits year after year whether they were planting crops or not. And it saves taxpayers hard-earned dollars by making sure that we only support farmers when disaster strikes or prices drop," the president said.

The new legislation expands programs that protect farmers from bad weather or low crop prices. It raises the lowest price growers will be paid for some crops. And it offers a taxpayer-supported insurance program to farmers, the program guarantees that their wages do not drop much from year to year.

Dan Sumner is an economist with the University of California, Davis. He told VOA on Skype that the new Farm Bill could cause problems.

"That's the kind of assurances that the U.S. government is willing to provide that most farmers in the world, in fact, don't have access to," he said.

He adds that with the help of the government, American farmers can produce and export more crops, but he warns that could hurt crop prices.

"That drives down world prices and it's a little tougher for farmers in developing countries to compete with that," Sumner said.

U.S. government subsidies pushed down world cotton prices in the early 2000s, the United States lost an international trade dispute over those payments. Dan Sumner says the new Farm Bill could re-open that dispute.

But groups representing growers say trade rules do let governments pay a limited amount of subsidies to farmers. Dale Moore is the chief of policy at one of those groups - the American Farm Bureau Federation.

"We're pretty confident that it would take an extremely bad situation for us to even come close to violating those particular limits, something the United States hasn't come close to in years," said Dale Moore.

Other changes in the Bill should help food aid get to more needy people around the world.

Aid groups will be able to spend more of the assistance they receive to buy food from markets near where it will be used, earlier rules forced aid groups to buy food from American farmers.

Eric Munoz works for the aid group Oxfam America.

"Not only will that save money, but it will help reach people faster. The actual program of buying locally is a much quicker response than buying food from the United States and shipping it," said Eric Munoz.

He told VOA on Skype that with the same amount of money, help can now reach more hungry people.

And that's the Agriculture Report. For more agriculture stories, go to our website tingvoa.com. I'm Christopher Cruise.

Part II Political Unrest Threatens Thailand’s Economy

From VOA Learning English, this is the Economics Report.

Economists are warning of slower growth in Thailand, Southeast Asia's biggest economy. A major credit rating agency recently reported that continued political unrest in Thailand could hurt the country's economy.

In its report, Fitch Ratings noted a reduction in manufacturing and sharply lower sales of goods and services. Fitch said, the trust of both Thai consumers and business is at its lowest level since the huge floods of 2011.

The ruling party is seeking to break up the opposition Democrat Party. Opposition forces accused the ruling party led by Prime Minister Yingluck Shinwatra of being disloyal to the king, that is a serious accusation in Thailand. The opposition has also questioned the fairness of recent elections.

Now foreign investors are getting concerned. The president of Toyota Motor Corp in Thailand has warned that long term investors may put their money in other areas, like Indonesia or Vietnam.

Chris Baker is an expert on business in Thailand. He says major foreign investors are concerned about the elections. They feel the lack of a clear winner will frighten investors. He also says car makers and related businesses are concerned the government will be unable to make serious policy decisions.

Thailand's government is under financial pressure to pay rice farmers more than $3 billion for rice it promised to buy at higher than market prices. Now, the government is having trouble finding the money to pay the farmers.

Banks have been unwilling to loan money for the plan. Foreign investors have also been pulling back from the Thai stock market since political protests began in November. The leading measure of Thai stocks has lost 10 percent of its value since then.

Andrew McBean is a partner with Grant Thornton Thailand, a business advisory service. He says the fact that the elections were largely peaceful was a hopeful sign.

Still Thailand's tourist industry has been hurt by the unrest in the capital Bangkok. More than forty countries have announced travel alerts in recent weeks. And tourism officials estimated losses for the month of January alone at $685 million.

The Thai economy has recovered from earlier political and economical problems, but the recent unrest may make it harder for foreigners to want to return as they have in the past.

And that's the Economics Report from VOA Learning English. You can find more programs at our website tingvoa.com. I'm Mario Ritter.

Unit 20

Model Test Two 

Section A

1. M: Put yourself in my shoes and what would you do?

W: If Maggie is my daughter, I will regard her wishes in all matters. You know, she really has a passion on music.

Q: What does the woman suggest the man do?

2. W: I brought some cheese to make cheeseburgers and some onions for the hot dogs. We’ll need some tomato sauce and some potato sauce.

M: I only have the potato sauce, so I have to go shopping.

Q: Why does the man have to go shopping?

3. M: Merry Christmas, Jessica! I’ll go to church first and then go to a Christmas party. Would you like to come for this special day?

W: I’d like to, but I’ll have supper with my friend.

Q: What will the woman most probably do?

4. W: Hey, big news! Guess what? Sophia went out for dinner last night with David.

M: Well, I have to say no surprise. You can see David is a man after her own heart.

Q: What does the man mean?

5. W: Honey, is the car all right? We should probably hit the road. It’s going to take us two hours to get home.

M: Oh my god! This car is a real lemon. It has broken down four times!

Q: What does the man imply?

6. M: What is this? A limited edition of record from Michael Jackson? Joey’s favorite? Oh, I know! This is the birthday present for Joey! Am I right?

W: Can you make a little less noise? Don’t spill the beans. It is supposed to be a secret.

Q: What does the woman ask the man to do?

7. W: Excuse me, I’d like to buy skin cream for my mom.

M: We just launched a new collection designed specifically for fine lines and wrinkles. Would you like to take a look?

Q: What does the woman intend to do?

8. M: Your husband likes watching soccer so much that he’s almost like a lover of it.

W: I can’t understand why he is so crazy about soccer. He can’t help but watch TV during meals or before bed. When a soccer game comes, he doesn’t even eat or sleep.

Q: What do we learn from the conversation? 

Conversation One

M: Excuse me, I’d like to borrow several books but I don’t know how to find them in the computer index.

W: May I know the titles of the books?

M: Yes, The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner and The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway.

W: Just a second. I’ll see if I can find them for you. The Sound and the Fury is on loan. It’s due back in about one week. I can reserve it for you if you really want it seriously.

M: You mean to say that when it’s returned I shall have the privilege to have it first?

W: That’s right.

M: Do you need my address or phone number?

W: You just put your name and address on the front of this card and the name of that book on the back. We’ll drop the book in the mail-box and post it to you when it comes in.

M: That’s a good idea. And what about The Old Man and the Sea?

W: I am so sorry it is on reserve now.

M: So I can’t take it out of the library?

W: No, you can’t.

M: Can I borrow a novel called Babbit by Sinclair Lewis?

W: Yes, you can. But don’t forget to return it by the due date. It is due one month from today.

M: What if I’m not finished with it in a month?

W: You can come in and renew it unless someone else has reserved it.

M: What if I fail to come and renew it?

W: Then you’ll have to pay fines.

M: Thank you very much for your help.

Question 9: Why can’t the man borrow The Sound and the Fury?

Question 10: Why does the woman ask the man to write down his name and address?
Question 11: What do we learn about The Old Man and the Sea?

Conversation Two

M: The graduation is coming. I have to find a job, but I really don’t know how to start. What is your suggestion?

W: Do you have the feeling that there are lots of jobs out here but it seems you can’t find one?

M: How do you know?

W: I felt the same when I hunted for a job before. The first thing you should do is to know what you’re good at and put it into words.

M: What do you mean?

W: Actually, many of us are not naturally proficient at talking or writing about ourselves, so you have to brush up on the techniques. But you do look objectively at yourself.

M: Hmm, it seems kind of difficult for us graduates without working experience to find a job.

W: Yeah, many companies don’t like spending time developing green hands. They all intend to like those who are practiced.

M: I don’t think it is the only reason. You see, there are so many college graduates every year that the competition is really fierce.

W: Yes, but many of us don’t want to do the jobs with low salaries but heavy work.

M: You may get reason. I have expressed to the HR of many companies that I don’t care too much about the salary and work load, but I don’t understand why I failed in the interview.

W: My opinion is that maybe you have to improve your professional skill.

M: Certainly, a man with many different skills is generally appreciated.

Question 12: What are the two speakers mainly talking about?

Question 13: What is the first thing needed to do when hunting for a job according to the woman?

Question 14: Why is it difficult for graduates to find a job?

Question 15: Why does the man fail in the interview in the woman’s opinion?

Section B

Passage One

Watching movies is a good way to improve your listening. I would stress the usefulness of repetition. So watch a DVD of an English-language film with Chinese subtitles. Then, a week or so later, watch the film again with the subtitles covered up. This time, you will know broadly what the characters are trying to say, which will help your brain link the English words with their meanings. Of course, you can pause and rewind the film if there are certain bits that really mystify you.

The third step would be to find a way to listen to the soundtrack of the film without watching it. You should know the scenes and the story well by now, so by removing the pictures your brain will really focus on the language spoken.

Before you do any of this, think carefully about which kind of film you want to use to practice your listening. If you want to learn American English, be sure to watch a film set in the USA. If you choose a really well-regarded film, you will probably be able to buy the screenplay of the film, which will be very useful to you. Lastly, choose a film that you are not going to get tired of if you watch it three times!

Generally speaking, don’t expect too much when it comes to listening. Even native speakers miss some things when they watch movies. You should not expect to ever understand everything 100%.

Question 16: What can people do while confused with certain fragments in a movie?

Question 17: What is the third step to improve listening by watching a movie?

Question 18: What should people do before using movies to improve listening?

Question 19: What do we learn about the native speakers watching movies?

Passage Two

Would you believe that the first outstanding deaf teacher in America was a Frenchman? His name was Laurent Clerc, who became a friend of Thomas Hopkins and together they founded America’s first school for the deaf.

When he was one year old, Clerc fell into a fire, losing both his hearing and his sense of smell. At twelve years old, Clerc entered the Royal Institution for the Deaf in Paris where he excelled in his studies. After he graduated, the school asked him to stay on as an assistant teacher.

Meanwhile, in America, Thomas Hopkins was studying to be a minister. He was very concerned about the lack of educational opportunities for the deaf. Therefore, in 1815, Hopkins sailed to London, England to seek ideas on how to teach deaf people. There, he met a French educator of the deaf who invited him to go to Paris to spend three months learning at the Royal Institution for the Deaf, the school where Clerc was teaching. Hopkins accepted the offer. When the time came for Hopkins to return, he asked Clerc to come with him. Clerc accepted on one condition that he would stay in America only a short time.

The voyage across the Atlantic Ocean took 52 days; however, they put the time to good use. Clerc studied English, and Hopkins studied sign language. They discussed the school for the deaf which they planned to open. On the long trip, they had many conversations about education and deafness. The year after they arrived, they founded a school for the deaf in Hartford, Connecticut.

Question 20: What did Clerc do at the age of twelve?

Question 21: Why did Hopkins go to London in 1815?

Question 22: What did Clerc and Hopkins do during the journey to America?

Passage Three

It turns out giving thanks is good for your health. A growing body of research suggests that maintaining an attitude of gratitude can improve emotional and physical well-being. Adults who frequently feel grateful have more energy, more social connections and more happiness than those who do not, according to studies conducted over the past decade. They’re also less likely to be depressed, envious and greedy. They earn more money, sleep more soundly, exercise more regularly and have greater resistance to viral infections.

Now, researchers are finding that gratitude brings similar benefits in children and teenagers. Kids who feel and act grateful tend to be less materialistic, get better grades, set higher goals, complain of fewer headaches and stomach aches and feel more satisfied with their friends, families and schools than those who don’t, studies show.

For older children and adults, one simple way to cultivate gratitude is to keep a journal and regularly record whatever you are grateful for that day. Be specific. Listing “my friends, my school, my dog” day after day means that “gratitude fatigue” has set in, Dr. Froh says. Writing “my dog licked my face when I was sad” keeps it fresher. The real benefit comes in changing how you experience the world. Look for things to be grateful for, and you’ll start seeing them everywhere.

Question 23: What do we learn about adults who have attitudes of gratitude?

Question 24: What is the simple way for older children and adults to develop gratefulness?

Question 25: What is the real benefit of gratitude journaling?

Section C

Old friends, they finish your sentences, they remember the cat that ran away when you were twelve, and they tell you the truth when you’ve had a bad haircut. But mostly, they are always there for you—whether it’s in person or via late night phone calls—through good times and bad times. But as the years pass, it becomes increasingly difficult to see each other and to make new memories. Fortunately, my high school girlfriends and I swore long ago not to let this happen.

A few months ago, we met up for a three- day weekend in the American Southwest. We grew up together in Maine and have said for years that we should have an annual event, yet it’s often postponed or canceled due to schedule conflicts. Not this year.

Four of us—two from San Francisco, one from Boston, one from Seattle—boarded planes          bound for Santa Fe, the capital of the New Mexico, where one of the gang lives an agreeable life and works for an art gallery. Two years ago, she moved there—escaped, rather—from the film industry in New York City, where she led a life that felt too fast, too unfulfilling. The artist in her longed for lively landscapes and starry moonlit skies. She wanted to drive a truck on dusty roads, a trusty dog at her side, riding shotgun. She got all that. She is happy.

We were no longer girls longing to be adults, no longer post-college grads. Yes, we are different, but we are also the same. The years of our youth say so.       
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Part I Scientists Say Neglected Plants Could Help Fight Hunger in Africa

From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

Things may be changing soon for some crops in Africa. A group called the African Orphan Crops Consortium says these plants are not getting enough attention. And it thinks they could help ease hunger and improve nutrition on the continent.

The consortium opened the African Plant Breeding Academy last year in Nairobi, Kenya. The academy is the result of cooperation among international organizations. They are hoping to use genetic information from 100 African plants and trees that researchers have largely ignored, but food scientists say these crops have lots of possibilities.

Howard Yana-Shapiro is a senior fellow at the University of California, Davis. He is also the chief agricultural officer and global director of Plant Science and External Research for Mars Incorporated - the candy company.

Mr Shapiro says he began thinking about ways to improve nutrition at the local level after seeing how poor nutrition affects children in Africa and India. He says a woman who does not eat right during her pregnancy can affect the physical and mental health of a baby. These problems, he says, can not be corrected.

Mr Shapiro spoke to VOA from Nairobi. He said the African Plant Breeding Academy will work on many different kinds of plants.

He says hundreds of African plants have been ignored because they are not economically important in international trade. But food scientists say the plants still have value to people in Africa.

The African Orphan Crops Consortium plans to train plant breeders and researchers over a one-year period about the genetics of these crops. The consortium hopes they will produce more food with higher nutritional levels.

Mr Shapiro says anything researchers learn will be shared with the world without cost.

And that's the Agriculture Report from VOA Learning English. For more agriculture stories, go to our website tingvoa.com, where you can also find transcripts, MP3s and podcasts of our reports. I'm Christopher Cruise.

Part II  Dance Offers Street Children Path to Education
From VOA Learning English, this is the Education Report.

American LaMar Baylor spends most of his time in New York City, he works as a performer in the Broadway musical - The Lion King.

But since 2011, he has also spent weeks in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda. There, he teaches dance to boys who live on the street. His teaching is part of an effort by the Rebecca Davis Dance Company. The project helps young people learn more about dance and learn how to behave in a classroom environment.

LaMar Baylor describes his students as genocide survivors. They have lost all of their families, some have been in jail, others have sold their bodies for sex.

"They have been through things that no one should ever have to go through," said Baylor.

He says, dance classes provide the children with structured learning and self-expression that they've never had before.

Rebecca Davis is the founder and director of the dance company. She says she got the idea for the project after she visited Rwanda in 2008. She remembers meeting a large number of street children who were dancing, and she thought that dance could be used to get them off the street and into a safe place. Rebecca Davis believes that learning to dance is a step toward education.

"When you start to play music in Rwanda, these kids come out of nowhere and they enter the center. And it's because of dance that they have a way of exchanging their physicality, their survival skills that they learn on the street, and their strength, into something that's actually artistic and aesthetic," said Davis.

She says children can take classes in information and technology after they have learned to attend classes and follow directions.

Boys who have done best in the classes win scholarships, and are sent to the Sunrise Boarding School, about 30 boys have won this kind of financial aid. She says all the students are male, because few girls in Rwanda live freely on the street.

The Rwanda program is the largest one set up by the Rebecca Davis Dance Company, but Ms Davis has also set up dance programs in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Guinea. About 2,000 children in the three countries have taken part in the project since it was launched in 2010.

As for LaMar Baylor, he knows from his own experience how dance can lead to a better life. He is from Camden, New Jersey. Camden has sometimes been called America's poorest and most dangerous city.

Mr Baylor says that growing up in Camden, it took a long time for him to find out what he wants to do. He now thanks dancing saved his life.

And that's the VOA Learning English Education Report, I'm Bob Doughty.
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Part I Quinoa: a grain whose time has come 
From VOA Learning English, this is the Agriculture Report.

When a grain becomes popular worldwide, there are two main effects: farmers who grow the grain earn more in profits, and people who use it for food pay more.

Quinoa, a grain native to South America has become popular in many areas in recent years. In fact, the United Nations General Assembly approved a declaration making 2013 the International Year of the Quinoa.

Quinoa is a traditional food crop in the Andes Mountains. The plant grows in an area near Lake Titicaca, along the border of Peru and Bolivia. Historical evidence shows that local people were growing quinoa as far back as 5,000 to 7,000 years ago. During this period, they used both the seeds and leaves of this wild plant.

Quinoa: a grain whose time has come. There are many kinds of quinoa. The plant can be grown in different climates and it does not require a lot of water. Both the seeds and leaves can be used as food.

The seed is the most commonly used part. Quinoa can be ground into flour or cooked whole. It is used in cereals, drinks and fresh salads. It can also be mix with vegetables or beans for a full meal. The leaves and stems can also be used for medicinal purposes. Some people use them to reduce pain, heal wounds, and even keep insects away.

Quinoa is full of amino acids and minerals. Amino acids are organic compounds that form protein. The body needs them to help break down food, and to grow, and repair tissue.

The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization believes that quinoa can be used to fight hunger, and feed a growing world population. The reason is the high value of protein provided by quinoa.

The crop has also become popular among those seeking healthier ways to eat. The center of the seed contains up to 45 percent protein.

Quinoa is currently grown in more than 70 countries. Peru and Bolivia together produce 92 percent of the crop. The rest comes mainly from the United State, Ecuador, Canada and Argentina.

Starting about 10 years ago, the popularity of quinoa caused its price to rise quickly. Many Bolivian farmers have gained from this increase by earning more. They have been able to buy vehicles and other goods with the increased profits.

However, other Bolivians have had to give up their main food because it costs to much. Instead, they are buying and cooking with other foods that are not as rich in healthy minerals and proteins.

Part II Chip on Your Shoulder

Now, the VOA Special English program Words and Their Stories.

Every week at this time we tell the story of words and expressions used in American English. Some of them are old. Some are new. Together, they form the living speech of the American people.

Some popular expressions are a mystery -- no one is sure how they developed.

One of these is the expression “carry a chip on your shoulder.” A person with a chip on his shoulder is a problem for anybody who must deal with him. He seems to be expecting trouble.      Sometimes he seems to be saying “I’m not happy about anything, but what are you going to do about it”

A chip is a small piece of something, like a chip of wood. How did this chip get on a person’s shoulder Well, experts say the expression appears to have been first used in the United States more than 100 years ago.

One writer believes that the expression might have come from an old saying. The saying warns against striking too high, or a chip might fall into your eye. That could be good advice. If you strike high up on a tree with an axe, the chip of wood that is cut off will fall into your eye. The saying becomes a warning about the dangers of attacking people who are in more important positions than you are.

Later, in the United States, some people would put a real chip on their shoulder as a test. They wanted to start a fight. They would wait for someone to be brave enough to try to hit it off.

The word “chip” appears in a number of special American expressions. Another is “chip off the old block.” This means that a child is exactly like a parent. This expression goes back at least to the early 1600s. The British writer of plays, George Colman, wrote these lines in 1762: “You’ll find him his father’s own son, I believe. A chip off the old block, I promise you!”

The word “chip” can also be used in a threatening way to someone who is suspected of wrongdoing. An investigator may say, “We’re going to let the chips fall where they may.” This means the investigation is going to be complete and honest. It is also a warning that no one will be protected from being found guilty.

Chips are often used in card games. They represent money. A poker player may, at any time, decide to leave the game. He will turn in his chips in exchange for money or cash. This lead to another meaning: A person who finished or died was said to have “cashed in his chips,” which is a way of saying it is time for me to finish this program.

You have been listening to the VOA Special English program Words and Their Stories. I’m Warren Scheer.

